
MULTIMEDIA HISTORIES 
A four-part lunchtime speaker series on current directions in humanities scholarship. 
 

This series examines ways in which scholars explore and disseminate their research in multimedia forms: live 

theatre, installation, online media, film, and audio.  Join interdisciplinary scholars as they take us through 

their own projects - some complete, others in the works - to gain insights into how they are utilizing different 

media outside of the traditional mode of publishing books and journal articles.  As multimedia becomes more 

heavily utilized in all sectors of society, this is an opportunity to see how it can be incorporated into scholarly 

work, its outreach potentials, the challenges of creating it, and its place in academia. 
 

History Department Seminar Room 1197 (11th Floor, Buchanan Tower) 
Doors open at 12:10 p.m.      Food and socializing.       Speaker starts at 12:30 p.m. followed by Q&A until 1:50. 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: Theatrical Performance and Installation 

* Tuesday, Feb. 8 @ 12:10 – 1:50 p.m. * 

GERALDINE PRATT, Department of Geography, UBC 
"A Tour of Nanay: a testimonial play" 

 

Geraldine Pratt will take the audience on a (digital) tour of Nanay: a testimonial 

play.  Nanay is a three-way collaboration between theatre artists, the Philippine 

Women Centre of BC and academics, which involved creating monologues from 

research transcripts of interviews with Filipino domestic workers and their 

children, and then animating them in a performance installation.  Moving through 

the installation, she will discuss various controversies over representation that 

arose among those who created the play, and the challenges and rewards of 

moving academic research into theatrical spaces of performance. 

 

 

Part 2: Online Media 

* Tuesday, Feb. 22 @ 12:10 – 1:50 p.m. * 

SHARON MEEN, Independent Historian 
"Lost & Found: Reassembling the Jewish Community of Themar, 

Germany on the Web" 
 

This is the story of how curiosity about a father’s past and today’s technological 

resources prompted a journey of healing for a small German community 

shattered by WWII. The odyssey began with a box of letters written in the 

1980s by a Jewish man, expelled from Themar in Thüringen as a teenager, to 

non-Jewish schoolmates who had not seen him for 50 years. Now, through the 

Internet and a website, Sharon Meen's Lost & Found project has broadened to 

include the history of Themar, 1865 to 1943, when it had a vigorous Jewish 

community. The website, www.judeninthemar.org, is a digital bridge to the 

past and forges dynamic links among the far-flung descendants of the 

community and the people who live there today.  Bring your laptops to get 

interactive during this presentation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Filmmaking 

* Tuesday, Mar. 8 @ 12:10 – 1:50 p.m. * 

GEOFF HORNER, Department of History, UBC 
"Practices of Aboriginal History: Multimedia and Historiography" 

 

How can video and multimedia be used to explore the theory of documenting 

history?  This workshop looks at multimedia as a tool for historians to shift their 

understanding of the enterprise of history in relation to aboriginal epistemologies 

in which oral tradition and practice play important roles.  PhD candidate Geoff 

Horner will discuss his use of videography in Oaxaca and Haida Gwaii as a tool for 

exploring the practices of agriculture, traditional Oaxacan cuisine, and carving 

that the three aboriginal participants in his video use as a means to continue their 

heritage and actively construct a vision for the future. 

 
 

Part 4: Audio and Music 

* Tuesday, Mar. 22 @ 12:10 – 1:50 p.m. * 

ADAM FRANK, Department of English, UBC 
"Critical Sounds" 

 

This presentation will offer a survey of Adam Frank's recent audio work, focusing on 

his newest project, Radio Free Stein. The goal of this widely collaborative project is to 

offer audio renderings of a number of Gertrude Stein's plays. These plays are 

notoriously difficult to interpret, and Frank suggests not only that staging Stein's 

plays is crucial for understanding them, but that radio is a particularly good medium 

for this experiment. He will play a sample of a partial adaptation of a Stein play 

produced in collaboration with UBC composer Dorothy Chang. 
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For more information, contact: Christopher Laursen, Organizer laursenc@interchange.ubc.ca 

Feb 8 & 22 

Mar 8 & 22 


